
SHORT OF MONEY?
^ax Commissioners Surprised at

the Amount of His Per¬
sonal Property.

He Is Said to Have Taken Oath to

Owning Not More Than
$250,000 Worth.

MUCH LESS THAN OFFICIAL VALUE.

The Furnishings, Works of Art and Other
Contents of Hi* Magnificent House
Had Been Estimated at Some¬

thing Like $3,000,000.
John Jacob Astor has grown wofully

poor in personal property during the past
year, it is said.so much so that the
Tax Commissioners are reported to have
expressed surprise. The idea that Mr.
Astor might, perchance, be forced to bor-.
row In order to pay the city the money
due It has been freely talked about.
This year Mr. Astor pleads guilty to

owning only $250,000 worth of personal
property. Last year he was worth ten
times as much, admitted the fact and paid
taxes on it. Some people are harsh enough
to eay that Mr. Astor has between $2,000,-
000 and $3,000,000 worth of furniture,
paintings, statuary and bric-a-brac In
his house at Fifth avenue and Sixty-fifth
street, and say that they believe It Is still
there, despite the fact that he declares
he is worth only $250,000, aside from his
real estate holdings. They say they do
not think that Mr. Astor has pawned this
property or sold it or given it aw8y.
That the big building at Fifth avenue and
¦Mxty-tifth street contains the same works
of art, the ownership of which has tended
to make Mr. Astor famous, is considered
a certainty by society people. They also
say that his horses and carriages have
given no evidence that his bank account
has been so greatly diminished within the
last few months.
When the deputies went from the Tax

.Commissioner's office last September and
began to estimate the valuation of Mr.
Astor's property, it is said they decided
to place the figures at a slight increase
over those of last year. This would make
Mr. Astor worth about $3,000,000 in cash,
jewelry and household property. The fig¬
ures did not create any excitement among
the Tax Commissioners. Indeed, the lat¬
ter thought the amount was about right
and had it entered upon the books.

ASTOR'S OWN ESTIMATE.
The surprise came later, however. Ac¬

cording to the routine of the office a notice
was sent to Mr. Astor, telling him of the
value that had been placed on his personal
property, and instructing him, if he desired
to make any corrections, to appear at the
office of the commissioners between 10
o'clock in the morning and 2 in the after¬
noon any week day and make oath as to the
real value. Mr. Astor wasted no time in
visiting the commissioners. Bright and

one morning he appeared before the
Board and on oath stated that his personal,
property was worth only $250,000 on Janu¬
ary 13 last, the day on which the law says
a taxpayer's holdings shall be determined.
This plea of comparative poverty startled

the commissioners. Neither President
Barker nor Mr. Sutro nor Mr. Whalen could
account for the remarkable decrease in
value. Mr. Astor, It is said, explained that
he had recently been making large pur¬
chases of real estate in the annexed dis¬
trict. and this, with the extension he is

building to the Waldorf, had caused him
to run low in the matter of pocket money
and bank account. As the statement was

made on oath, the commissioners, perforce,
accepted It.
But in his explanation, it is said, Mr.

Astor made no statement of what had be-
'come of the paintings, statuary and tapes¬
tries which have made his Fifth avenue

house famous. This collection is said to be

second to none in the country, and to sur¬

pass even that of Cornelius Vanderbilt. Its

value is estimated at $2,000,000, and many

people think it is worth twice as much.
The commissioners did not think to ask

Mr. Astor about this, or if they did they
will not admit it. As a consequence, he

will get off with taxes on only $250,000.
POORER PEOPLE GRUMBLE.

Some people who have not 'sworn oft

their taxes are not at all pleased with the

idea that Mr. Astor should escape so eas!l;\
They Aay that he Is the owner of the splen¬
did collection at his Fifth avenue house,
and that his mother has nothing to do with

Vt, her wants being met by a yearly allow¬

ance granted under the will of her late

husband. Mr. Astor's sisters, with the ex¬

ception of Mrs. Coleman Drayton, were

treated In the same way. Mrs. Drayton
was given a lar|e sum, and has no fur¬

ther claim upon the estate. As a conse¬

quence, it Is said, the title to the personal
property is in John Jacob Astor's name.

The members of the Board of Tax Com¬
missioners refused to talk of the case yes¬

terday. They said the information given
them has been declared confidential by the
conrts, and that they have no right to make
it public until July 1, when their books will
be turned over to the Board of Aldermen.
They explained, however, how it is that a

man's personal property may suddenly dis¬
appear.
"A man may have $2,000,000 in personal

property to-day," said President Barker,
"and yet have none three months from now

and still be richer than ever. He may have
drawn all his cash from the bank and in¬
vested it in bonds or real estate. That re¬
lieves him from a personal property tax.
The A6tors are continually investing in
land In this city, and this may account for
the change in Mr. Astor's taxable property.
I Jo not say that It does, but It may."

fl Pffilli UNDERTAKING.
day's Journal how two hare-brained
mariners are to cross the ocean in a
small open boat under extraordinary
circumstances. Order now from your
newsdealer, or you will miss it, as
many did last Sunday.
. P. MORGAN WANTS TO JOIN.
He Applies for Membership in th« Com¬

mercial Travellers' Association.
Blnghamton, N. Y.. Feb. 28..Secretary S.

D. TV. Cleveland, of the Commercial Trav¬
ellers Association of America, this morning
received an application for honorary mem¬
bership from J. Pierpont Morgan, the New
Yoik banker, accompanied by a generouscheck and Mr. Morgan's best wishes for the
Horn* project. Mr. Morgan's check is one
of the largest ever received by the associa¬
tion for honorary membership.
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TISSUES PHOTOGRAPHED.
A Boston Doctor's Recent Tests Demon¬

strated the Power of a Faradic Bat¬
tery in Casting X Rays.

Boston, Feb. 28..That the softer tissues
of the human body can be successfully
photographed by means of a Faradic bat¬
tery has been demonstrated by Dr. H. L.
Smith, of Newbury street.
The results thus far obtained by him

seem to prove that more powerful X rays
are obtained from a Faradic battery than
the Crookes tube. Hitherto it has been
possible, through the medium of the
vacuum tube, to obtain only shadowgraphic
effects of bones.
A recent experiment made by Dr. Smith

showed internal organs of his own body,
and, as he declared, clearly proved the
value future experiments of the kind
would be in surgery.
Rochester, N. Y. Feb. 28..Professor

Lawrence, of the University of Rochester,
has been making experiments with the X
ray process of photography. In the pres¬
ence of Dr. Roe yesterday a bullet, which
had been lodged in the bones of the hand
of John Laur. a tinsmith, v<"as located and
extracted. The man's hand was tied down
with a broad piece of board and exposed
to the rays for thirty minutes. The result
showed that the bullet was located a little
below the centre of the hand, an inch
above the wrist.

HE MUST SIT IN THE CHAIR.

Wife Murderer Hermann Ordered to Pay
the Penalty in April Next.

Louis P. Hermann, who was convicted of
wife murder, was sentenced to die during
the week beginning April 20, by Justice
Keogh in the Crminal Branch of the Su¬

preme Court yesterday. Lawyer Feunell
claimed that the conviction and sentence
were invalid, as Justice'Keogh, who is a

Justice of the Second Department, could
not be assigned to sit in the P'irst Depart¬
ment.
Hermann killed his young wife on July 17

last at No. 304 East One Hundred and Fifth
street, because she refused to live with
him. He taxed her with being unfaithful.
She repulsed him after his release from the
penitentiary, where he had been for a year.

DEVERY TO BE TRIED MARCH 9.

Indictments Against Other Policemen May
Be Dismissed.

The trial of Police Captain William S.
Devery, charged with accepting a bribe
from Francis M. Seagrist, was set by Jus¬
tice Keogh yesterday to begin on March 0
in the criminal branch of the Supreme
Court. At the same time District-Attorney
Fellows consulted with ' Justice Keogh
about the indictments pending against Po¬
lice Captain Price and Patrolman Henry
W. Schill, who were indicted upon the
evidence of .Tared Flagg. Jr.

It is said that Colonel Fellows will recom¬
mend the dismissal of these indictments,
now that Flagg has been convicted.

THOUGHT THE MAYOR NICE.

Yet the Bride Was Nervous at the Sugges¬
tion of a Kiss.

A marriage ceremony was performed by
the Mayor, in his office, yesterday morning.
The groom was Leon Kronfeld, of No. 22M
West Thirty-seventh street. He said he
was an Austrian by birth and a musician
by profession. His age was twenty-six, and
he said he had been married before and di¬
vorced. Louisa Grabbe, the bride, is from
Davenport, la. She said it was her first
matrimonial alliance. Her pretty face was
lighted up with a candle, until it was sug¬
gested that the Mayor might kiss her.

"I was afraid he might do it, you know,"
she said after the .eremony, "and that
made me nervous." He's quite nice, though."

'BILL" NYE'S II STORY, ,oTTe
Journal just before the great humorist
died. Published only in next Sunday's
Journal.

FOR BETTER LIGHT ON THE "L."

Aldermen Will Almost Certainly Indorse
Coggeshall's Bill.

To hasten the better lighting of the Man¬
hattan Elevated Railroad cars the Board of
Aldermen will, next Tuesday, pass a reso¬

lution indorsing the Coggesh&ll bill, now In
the State Senate, which calls for an im¬
proved system of illumination on all the
"L" roads.
Alderman B. E. Hall said yesterday that

the people had tolerated the malodorous,
miserable system as long as they could.
The time had come to demand decent treat¬
ment for the hundreds of thousands of peo¬
ple who are compelled to use "L" cars at
nlghti
"My idea is that the board will be unan¬

imous on this matter."

THREW GUEST DOWNSTAIRS.

Rose Taylor Inflicts Serious Injury on

Fiankie Stevens
Frankie Stevens, of No. 253 West Forty-

sixth street, visited Rose Taylor, a col¬
ored woman, in her rooms at No. 127 West
Twenty-seventh street, yesterday morning.
The women spent their time until noon

drinking and then fought. The Taylor
woman drove her guest into the hall and
pushed her down a flight of stairs. The
Stevens woman's right leg was broken and
she was removed to the New York Hospi¬
tal.
The police could not find the Taylor wo¬

man.

CITY BRIEFS.

The tin shop of Matthias Klesius in the rear
of No. 52 Bowery was damaged by fire Thurs¬
day night to the extent of $2,000.
Venzetto Michaels and Vic Jenseppo, of No.

241 East Tenth street, was arrested yesterday
charged with robbing Calletto's barber shop at
No. 60 Stanton street, and Buttel's saloon, ut
No. 324 East Tenth street. Part of the plunder
was recovered.
Foreman William Reilly, of Engine Company

No. 20, who was asphyxiated at) a fire on
Greene street on Monday last, is recovering and
la now thought to be out of danger.
Thomas Maher was in the Harlem Court yes¬

terday on complaint of Herman Harvers, a
saloon keeper, charged with passing worthless
checks. The case was postponed and Maher was
held in default of $1,000 bond.
Fifteen candidates were examined yesterday by

the Civil Service Board for positions as topo¬
graphical draughtsmen.
The police received word yesterday to notify

Charles Fisher, a Sixth avenue decorator, that
his son. August Fisher, had died suddenly In
Philadelphia. The father has not been located.
Colonel A. C. Flsk, of Denver, president of

the American Bimetallic League, will discuss
"The Financial and Transportation Question" be-
for the North Side Populist Club, at Third ave¬
nue and One Hundred and Forty-nlth street, to¬
morrow night.
John Kelly, aged twenty, of No. 16 First

street, is held at the Tombs at the request of
Central Office Detectives Fogarty and Downing
to give them an opportunity to secure evidence
implicating him In a recent robbery.
John Mead, who says he Is from Pittsburg, was

arrested yesterday for stealing coal from the
barges of Stokes & Tbedford at the foot of West
Twenty-ninth street. The firm claim to have
lost over $7,000 worth of coal by theft.
The police of the Oak Street Police Station on

Thursday night raided the liquor store of Angelo
Pelrizzilo, at No. 86 James street, as an alleged
disorderly house. The proprietor, ten men and
three women were taken into custody. Two
small boys found In the place were turned over
to the agents of the Gerry Society, and yester¬
day, in the Centre Street Court. Pelrizzilo waa
held In $500 bail for keeping a disorderly house.
George Zieger has been appointed by Civil Jus¬

tice Joseph P. Fallon stenographer in the Ninth
District Court to fill th» vacancy caused by the
resignation of Edward M. Ryan. The salarv is
$2,000.

Twenty UollitrN for )lvs. McCarthy.
The Journal lias received $20 from

Jona. B. for the widow of James McCar¬
thy, who recently shot, and killed himself.
The money has been sent to Mrs. McCar¬
thy, but through an oversight the ac-
knowldegement was not made at the time.

TOMKINS CAN'T HAVE
THE BOARDING HOUSE,

He Loses His Suit in the Su¬
preme Court Against Mrs.

Mary L. Seaton.

The "Big Boarder's" Story of the Use
of His Persuasive Powers

on the Preacher.

MRS. SCHREIBER'S STORY OF A KICK.

She Went to Help Her Daughter Against
Tomkins, but Concluded to Get

Out of the Way "to Give
Them Room."

The Rev. George Tomkins surd yi'ary L. Seaton
for possession of the hourditlg establishment known as

"The Seaton," located at Fos. 409 and 411 West Fifty
seventh street, which he claimed under a contract of sale

alleged to have been made in July, 1894, arid for which
he teas to pay $6,000. This contract, he alleges, Mrs.
Seaton stole and then evicted him after he had paid
$ 1, -00 of the purchase price. |
After the lawyers had summed up yes¬

terday afternoon Justice MacLean decided
promptly that the Rev. George Tomkins
could not have the boarding house Nos. 409
and 411 West Fifty-seventh street, for pos¬
session of which the preacher sued Mrs.
Mary L. Seaton in l'art V., Supreme Court,
Special Sessions. He ordered Mr. Tom¬
kins's contract returned to him, and gave
Mrs. Seaton costs and a 5 per cent extra
allowance. Additional light was thrown
ou the looting of Rev. George Tomkins's
hat box and the alleged kicking of Mrs.
Mary L. Seaton. Mrs. Dora E. Schreiber,
seventy-six years old, the mother of Mrs.
Seaton, told what she knew of a midnight
raid In September, 1894. when it was al¬
leged Mr. Tomkins's contract was stolen.
"When my child went into tlie room I re¬

mained in the hall," she said.
"Why did you not go in?"
"Because I feaied Mr. Tomkins might kick-

me."
"Did he ever kick you?"
"He did not."
"Did y6u see him kick Mrs. Seaton?"
"Yes, I did. She fell into my arms down

in the basement hall, when he kicked her."
"How did you happen to be in the base¬

ment?"
"I ran on ahead?'
"What for?"
"To make room for them."
"Was Mr. Tomkins chasing Mrs. Seaton?"
"He was."
"Why were you not in bed at that late

hour, as old ladles usually are?"
"It wasn't late.only 11 o'clock."
"When do you usually go to bed?"
"When I get ready. It was my duty to be

up that night protecting my daughter."
"Then why didn't you stay with her, in¬

stead of running on ahead?"
"I didn't want to get kicked."
After testifying that no change took place

in the management while the preacher was
supposed to be in charge the old lady was
excused. Mr. Tomkins was recalled.
"Do you remember the night of Septem¬

ber 17?" he was asked.
"Only too well. I was In bed fast asleep

when Mrs. Seaton came into my room."
"What did she do?"
"Turned up the gas I begged her to go

outside while 1 dressed, but instead of
doing so she seized :ny papers and fled.
Some of them she threw out of the win¬
dow."
"When did you kick her?"
"I never did such a thing."
"Was Mrs. Seaton's mother there?"
"She was not. While I was in the yard

picking up my papers I saw the old lady
at her bedroom window."
"Did you chase Mrs. Seaton downstairs?"
"No. She chased me. And that, story of

my getting on my knees to beg pardon
after she said she choked me Is simply an
untruth."

USED STRONG LANGUAGE.
The preacher further testified that on the

morning before the "raid" the old lady
asked him for some money. He gave it to

her, and she then swore at him and called
him foul names. Mr. Tomkins asked to
be excused from repeating her language.
In relation to the contract, Mr. Tom¬

kins said that at the time Mrs. Seaton
signed the document in the presence of
Mrs. Emma Brodie, a mutual friend, no
objection was found. He read one con¬
tract while Mrs. Brodie held a duplicate,
and then Mrs. Seaton affixed her signature.
There was a verbal agreement that Mr.
Tomkins should not be known as the pro¬
prietor until he had paid Mrs. Seaton
$8,000 on account. This was to keep the
creditors of the landlady in ignorance of
the change until she could satisfy their
claims. Mr. Tomkins insisted that he was
not a charity boarder, and that he had paid
$1,200, instead of $120 on account. Mrs.
Seaton receipted for these payments in a
book, which the preacher says has been
missing since the midnight "raid" on his
room.
Mrs. Brodie, when called, admitted be¬

ing present at the signing of the contract,
but said the document was incomplete and
not worth the paper it was written on.
The witness said she and the preacher
were good friends until she found him out
to be a scoundrel.
"Where was this discovery made?"
"When we were going to Rockaway."
"Were you and Mr. Tomkins travelling

around alone?"
"No. We were in a party. Since then I

told Mrs. Seaton she was foolish to let the
man have her house."
When Jt came to raising the price of

board the preacher demanded $6 more in
the case of Charles William Martin than
he did with David Westgate Clarke Mar¬
tin. The latter was asked $1 more per
week, while the price of living for Charles
William was raised $2.50.

Mltr. MARTIN'S PERSUASION.
"When Tompkins raised me I refused to

recognize his authority," said Mr. Martin,
who is the large boarder credited with
having made the preacher apologize on

bended knees to the landlady.
"He wrote me a letter stating that my

board would hereafter be $60 per month."
"Did you pay it?"
"No. I called on him and we had an

understanding. In the letter he accused
me of aiding and abetting the burglary of
the hat box. For that I was notified,to pay
$10 extra or leave. But when I got through
with Mr. Tompkins I neither paid the $10
nor left the house."
"He explained, did he?" asked the preach¬

er's lawyer. Mr. Martin smiled signifi¬
cantly.
"You didn't fancy the idea of being ac¬

cused of burglary?"
"Would you?" replied Mr. Martin, half

rising from his chair.
"No," said the lawyer after a moment's

thought. "That will be all."
It developed that the relations between

the preacher and the landlady were most
pleasant until he announced in September
that a new managing partner was coming
to help him run the boarding house. The
testimony of Mrs. Harriet E. Madden Indi¬
cates that this new managing partner was
a woman, and as the Rev. B. B. Tyler said
on the previous day that Mr. Tomkins had
proposed to Mrs. Seaton the cause of the
rupture became more apparent.
"I was boarding in the house in the Sum¬

mer of 1894," said Mi's. Madden. "In Sep¬
tember Tomkins told me that he knew a
woman In Atlantic City who would buy the
house for him. He had pledged himself to
marry her and she would furnish the
money. This woman was expected about
the 1st of October."
"What Is your occupation?" Lawyer

Lurnb asked.
"I have none."
"How do you make your living?"
"My husband supports me." This ended

the examination for Mrs. Madden.
John ISuckler, a butcher, testified that

during the months of July, August and
September, 1W4. he furnished "The Sea¬
ton" with $400 worth of chops and steaks,
wh'cti were paid for by Mrs. Seaton. The

butcher never heard that Mr. Tompkins
was proprietor of the house.
Lawyer James P. Canipbeli, counsel for

Mrs. Seaton in 1894, advised her to dismiss
the dispossess proceedings, which was done.
Jacob N. Mercer, a boarder, swore that he
did not at that time say he would give $10
to see the contract smashed.
In the afternoon the lawyers summed up

the case. Decision was reserved.

BRAIN PHOTOGRAPHING.
Dr. Kolle, of Brooklyn, Will To-night Ex¬

periment on a Boy's Head to
Prove Edison's Theory.

Dr. F. S. Kolle, of No. 701 Fourth avenue,
Brooklyn, will make another attempt to¬
night to photograph by means of X rays
the brain of a living person. Dr. Kolle has
made five plates of the head. In each case
the result has been more promisiug than
the preceding effort. The last attempt
made two days ago demonstrated what Mr.
Edison has claimed.that the rays would
not only penetrate flesh, but would go
through bone, providing the fluorescence
was strong enough.
The proof of this is the plate made two

days ago, after an exposure of one hour
and thirty minutes with a Crookes tube
lighted with a fluorescense of 20.000 volts.
The subject upon whose brain the doctor
made the attempt is a twelve-year-old boy.
The little fellow's heact was placed directly
between the tube and the plate holder. Tied
to his head on the sicfe n'earest the plate
holder was a piece of lead about three
inches square. When, after au hour and a

half, the plate was developed, the shape of
the head was found to be shown by a

shadow. The cartilage of the nose had not
cast any shadow, but the nasal bone was
found to be very distinct.
The cavities about the eyes were much

lighter than the rest of the shadows. The
form of the lead was not as distinctly
marked as it might have been, but the deep
shadow left no doubt that the rays had
done what Mr. Edison had said they would
do if the proper conditions were obtained.
To-night, when Dr. Kolle will make his

experiments, instead of using a lead plate,
a steel key will be placed between the boy's
head and the plate holder. In a few days
he will attempt to make the first skeleton
of the human frame made in this country.

Dr. Kolle said yesterday: "I believe as

soon as we learn how to focus the X rays
properly we shall be able to not only ob¬
tain a photograph of the bones, but will be
able to obtain photographs of the organs of
the body as well. As far as photographing
the brain is concerned, I may never be able
to get a photograph of the lobes of the
brain, but will show that the light will
penetrate the bone and pass through It."

COAL COMBINE AROUSED.

Anti-Trust Bills Favorably Reported in
the Assembly, and They Will

Fight Them.

Albany, X. Y., Feb. 28..The anti-trst
bills were reported favorably in the Assem¬
bly this morning and advanced to third
reading. Mr. ltobbins, who is chairman
of the committee which made the reort,
had the bills advanced without oppo¬
sition, Thev are now in a position to
be passed 'by the Assembly early next
week.
It was announced during the day that

these bftls would be up for a hearing
before the Senate Committee on Judiciary
next Thursday. The coal combine has
apparently awakened to the importance
of the measures and, some of the railroads
interested have asked for a chance to ap¬
pear in opposition". Just what arguments
they can bring to> bear against the prop¬
osition to give the Attorney-General power
to do his duty are .not apparent to any
member of the Legislature.
The hearing will be watched with the

keentst interest. It is not at all likely
that the combine will be able to stifle these
bills, nor even to retard their passage.

IS A DISGRACE TO NEW YORK.

The February Grand Jury So Characterizes
the Tombs Prison.

Justice McMahon, in Part I, General Ses¬
sions, yesterday discharged the February
Grand Jury, with the thanks of the com¬

munity, after they handed up a present¬
ment concerning the Tombs Prison. The
presentment says the management of the

prison appears to be satisfactory and
creditable, in so far as the present con¬
dition of the building and 'the total inad¬
equacy of its accommodations will per-
Uiit. ,, ,"But," the document continues, owing
to the overcrowding of the prison, not
only is the comfort of the prisoners seri¬
ously and inhumanely impaired, but the
association in the same cell of more than
one prisoner .must necessarily lead to the
most undesirable results. Such associa¬
tion affords to the vicious opportunities
for concocting schemes of future crime,
while to those not already depraved such
an intimacy must be morally detrimental
in the highest degree..
"It is a scandal and disgrace to modern

times that the greatest city of our coun¬

try should afford to others so shocking an

example of penuriousness or carelessness
which bears so heavily upon the most un¬
fortunate class of our community."

TO ABOLISH A FEE SYSTEM.

U. S. District-Attorneys and Marshals May
Soon Be Salaried Officials.

Washington, Feb. 28..The House Judi¬
ciary Committee to-day agreed to, and
ordered favorably reported, a bill to abol¬
ish the fee system as to United States Dis¬
trict-Attorneys and Marshals, and substi¬
tute therefor stated salaries.
The salaries are to range from $2,000 to

$5 000 per annum. In the Northern, East¬
ern arid Southern districts of Xew York
the District-Attorneys are to be paid $4,000,
$3 000 and $3,000, respectively, and the
Marshals in these districts $5,000, $3,000
and $5,000 annually.
One or more District-Attorneys are

authorized when public interest requires,
and Marshals are allowed, when necessary,
to employ assistants or deputies.
St. David's Society at the Tuxedo.
St. David's Society will entertain its

friends at an annual dinner to be given at

the Tuxedo, Madison avenue and Fifty-
ninth street, on Monday evening, March 2.
A musical programme consisting of both

vocal .and Instrumental music will be ren¬

dered by H. Evan Williams, Gwilym Miles-
and Misses Emma Williams and Lillian

DToa^wftfbe drunk to the President of
the United States and the Queen. Among
those who will speak will be Julien T.
Davies, Rev. Anthony H. Evans, Chaun-
cey M. Depew, ex-Mayor A. Oakey Hall
and James A. Roberts. A feature of the
entertainment will be the singing of
Welsh melodies, in which all the guests
will join. Eben's Seventy-first Regiment
Band will furnish the music.

Military Order of Foreign War*.
The Officers and Companions of the Council

of the three Commanderies of the Military Order
of Foreign Wars of the United States, namely,
New York, Pennsylvania and Connecticut, are

to meet on March 11 for the purpose of organiz¬
ing the National Commandery of the Order. The
convention is to be called to order in the Gov¬
ernor's Itoom In the City Hall. In the evening
the New York Commandery will give the newly
elected officers of the National Commandery a

reception at the Brevoort House.

Preferred Death to Insanity.
Providence, R. I., Feb. 20..Mrs. Bella

Pearce jumped from the fourth-story win¬
dow at the poor department this morning
while insane. She was to have been taken
before the District Court to-day. In some
way she learned this, and preferred death
to the Insane asylum. Her spine is believed
to b^ broken, and a fatal result of the in¬
jury is anticipated.

He Talks for the Instruction of
the House Committee on

Pacific Railroads.

An Affection of the Throat Deprives
the Investigators of Mr. Hunt¬

ington s Presence.
%

hearing adjourned *for a week

The Southern Pacific's Third Vice-Presi-
dent Points Out as Competing Routes

Rivers Barely Deep Enough
for Scows.

By Ambrose Bierce.
Washington, Feb. 28,-When the Senate

Committee on Pacific Railroads met this
i"". miig' Mr. Huntington's representative,
John Boyd, materialized to explain that Mr
Huntington could not be present, owing
to an affection of the throat. This seems

th«tT»fllllnlhe diagnosis of Dr- Swiunertoo
that the illustrious patient "talks too darn
much. Mr. Boyd's statement was accept¬
ed, and he returned to the bosom of his
benefactor.
The committee stands adjourned for one

week, when it is hoped that Mr. Hunting¬
ton wl l attend and not neglect to bring
R-.iir h'T °f thG rep°rt of tho Pacific
nauioad Commission of 1887 which he
was incautiously permitted to borrow. As
before noted, only two or three full sets of
that damaging report are now in existence,
it is the American bison of official liter¬
ature. The postponement is not an un¬

mixed evU; it will give time for the arrival
ftom California of certain documents in¬
teresting to Mr. Huntington and serviceable
ni his further examination

it i
with the committees to which

gan°° J-gesfed ^ofUoial" ojl
fiorc iSffiJ CSS0" that " *

the' s..;h '; ttlircI vice-president of
inrr

n 1 flcitic Kailroad Company hp-

'5 W»si"»8t«r b.e.
nnnl nf ^ lailload matters troubling the
pool of gray matter in his head n..

Providence took advantage of the
tuation and guided him before the House

Committee on Pacific Railroads for that
body's instruction yesterday

* tllRt

SouthernapnnTfl^aroestly den-viuS that the
poutntru I aciflc Company had anything

radea H°i10p0,,y "f California's carrjinf
trade. He pointed out on the num no

fy the Snn W "rmJ!etlaS routes." name-

River the I S1111 l,lver' the Sacramento
itiver, the i> eather River and the Pacific

vt,?v\U' J1 r.iver competition (which Mr
btubbs solemnly declared fixed absolutely
the maxima of railroad rates) was evi-

nrfviy DeWJ° th<> committee: none of the

covered It Thi8eS or. advocates had dls-

w ,llie members were profound-
tLfwimpressed on learning

that the Saciamento was navigable and
a" .vear round as far as Red

Bluff, and for most of the year to Redding

safd) eandPVh^ Mt?rysv,ille 'that is what Ik'
saictj, and

.
the San .Joaquin to Newman

and hite s bridge, opposite Fresno.
In the rosy light of his eloquence the

committee saw these vast "arteries of com
merce" pulsing with the life of an em

«rfu* ,8aw the broad surfaces of thesr
mighty streams bearing great fleets of bi*
steamers laden with all manner of wealth
and could almost hear the laughter and
songs of the happy passengers Not a

word did Mr. Stnbbs utter to dispel tht
+\und,?ot i1 question was he asked

about the size of the steamers, the dentil

tL Water in Summer, the duration oi
the voyages or the chance of the boats
ever getting where they started for. No
intimation of "sliclcens," the "hog's back "

the Spanish windlass and the kedge an¬
chor. But he was careful to point the con
trast between California rivers (as "com
peting lines") and those of the East which
for some months every year cannot com¬

pete because of ice, whereas the others arc
navigable all the time, excepting (he neg
lected to add) when the farmers' children
are playing at marbles in them. On the

whole Mr. Stubbs's discovery and exposi¬
tion of the Californian waterway as a con¬
trolling factor in railroad rates must be
accepted as a work of highest genius. Mr.
Kyle bethought him to ask him if the rivers
were used for floating logs, and the grace
with which Mr. Stubbs confessed that they
were too rapid for that.not. to say too
broad and wet.was beyond ail praise.
Mr. Stubbs next turned a retrospective

eye upon the genesis Of the Central I aciflc
Railroad, whose projectors, he said, were
in 18(55 as much the objects of popular con¬
tumely as they and their successors are
now. which is untrue. He said: "The press
of San Francisco habitually referred to their
great project as 'The Dutch Flat Swindle.
One paper called it so, and one only the
Alta California, of blessed memory. By the
press genrally and by the people they were
regarded as public benefactors; and on the
completion in 1869 of their task of building
the road and starting its assets they were
almost idolized.

. .Mr. Stubbs read from the Constitution of
California to show how little power for
mischief his company really has.how com¬
pletely it is dominated by ttie State Railroad
Commission, which for sixteen years has
been elected by the people, he neglected
to explain that for the entire period, with
the exception of the unexpired time of the
present Board, his company lias owned two
of the three Commissioners body and soul,
and now owns one. He had the audacity
to aflirm the-subjection of his company to
active, bona fide control by the several
boards, and to complain of It. Asked by a
member of the committee if any of the
Commissioners had ever been re-elected, lie
said they had, and the ever super-serviceable
Grove Johnson came to his aid with the
names of those who had been rewarded
the people, but he did not say that tile re¬
ward was for futile endeavors to control
and punish the roads.

, . , , ,

Mr Sulzer, who explained that he had
heard Senator Morgan questioning Mr.
Huntington about the diversion of traffic
from the Central Pacific to the Southern
Pacific, now wanted to know something
about that, and Mr. Stubbs was given au
hour to deny it. He not only denied that
it. was done, but that it could be done. Mr.
Stubbs, in evidence of his lack of power in
the matter, first instanced his lack of con¬
trol of rates in the face of the competition
of no fewer than eight through lines, which
he named. (Mr. Huntington can name but
five). In this condition of things it was im-

possible to raise the rates on the Central
Pacific so as to shut out business from that
road. A little later this unearthly reasoner
was earnestly explaining that, owing to the
necessity of consulting all the other com¬
panies. it was impossible to lower the rates
on the Southern Pacific so as to divert busi¬
ness to that line.
Various attempts wore made to secuie

Mr. Stubbs's view of the cause of his com¬
pany's disfavor with the people of Cali¬
fornia and all their representatives in
Congress, "with," added Mr. Boatner one
exception".whereat Mr. Grove Johnson
modestly bent his goat-like head and
emitted'a faint odor of violets.
Mr. Stubbs did not like to say. but imal-

lv did say that be thought it due to the
dominance of the press. \V hen asked later
whv the press hated his company, he de¬
nied that such was the fact, only two San
Francisco newspapers being In that abys¬
mal error. He had his own opinion, had
Mr Stubbs, as to their motive, but really
he would rather be excused, and excused
lie was. But one thing he had made cleai.
The ex stence in his mindlet of a compre¬
hensive dls-esteem of all newspapers-
whlch, considering the inoffensiveness of
nil but two, must be regarded as one of
the seven wonders of Ihe world.
Mr Stubbs, at the last, consented to ex-

nhiiu the people's animosity by pointing
out that they do not comprehend the prin¬
ciples of classification." As mankind ad¬
vances toward the light it is to be hoped
these sacred principles may be more elear-
lv discerned and Messrs. Huntington and
Stubbs restored to favor. There is. how¬
ever. the obvious danger that as the Prin¬
ciples are about to be understood thej will
be hastily altered.

BURGLARSTO0KJP2.50 AN D TEA.
They Tried to Force Open an Old Safe

and Failed.
Burglars broke into the offices of the

Rotvn Tea Company, at No. 2307 Third
avenue, early yesterday morning. They had
to climb a ten-foot brick wall and drop into
the back yard. The rear doors were fas¬
tened with an oak bar, in addition to being
locked.
The burglars simply opened the transom

and with an iron hook on the end of a rope
lifted the oak bar. They picked the lock
and entered the place. An old-fashioned
safe stood In the back part of the store.
The burglars found a hatchet, brace and
bit' and big nail puller. The latter served
as a jimmy. With it they forced open the
outer sheathing of the safe and used a drill
on the inner lining.
All they succeeded In doing was to break

off a corner of the safe cash box. It con¬

tained $50, which the burglars overlooked.
They got $2.50 from a cash drawer behind
the counter and two packages of tea. The
police investigation ends in the discovery
that the job was a bungling one.

DEPUTY CHIEF OF POLICE.

Inspector Cortright Scheduled for the Po¬
sition.Besmirched Sergeants

to Get Back.

Inspector Moses W. Cortright, tlio only
one of the five captains who strove for an

inspectorship to receive the indorsement
of all the Commissioners, is now scheduled,
it is said, for the position of Deputy Chief
of Police. The only stumbling block is
Commissioner Parker, who does not think
that, the office is necessary.
The Commissioner says the berth x\ouid

be purely an ornamental one, and that no
vital reason exists why the office shou d be
filled. It means $5,000 a year additional a d
unnecessary expense to the depaitmcnt ai a
includes the loss of the services of a valu¬
able man besides.
"Where Inspector Cortright now is, Mr.

Parker said yesterday at the I olice Board
meeting, "he is worth $5,000 to us. He is
a valuable man its an Inspector. Besides,
we should devote more attention to promo¬
tions in the lower grades, where they aie
most needed, and increase the efficiency of
the department." .

When the question was put to a yorePresident Roosevelt and Commissioners
Grant and Andrews voted in favor. !!
was decided to have Inspector Cortright
appear for examination next Wednesday.
Ho will have no competitors. As the ex-
animation he will be called to undergo
next Wednesday is similar in nearly eve.y
respect to that required for inspectors.
success Is regarded iiS a »err?stop concla-
slon. The board has fixed the salary at
$5 000 a year. With Inspector (.ortrlght a«
DeDUtv Chief the appointments of Acting
Inspectors Brooks and McCullagh as In¬
spectors will follow. There will also be
held other examinations for Inspectors ana
the candidates, it is stated, will be select¬
ed from among the new Captains.
"Mv vote stands against the action 01

the Board as a piece of policy, saidI < om-
mlssloner Parker. "I suppose I have been
in the minority in half a dozen matters
which have been before the Board. Bitt
I do not care to say anything about my
reasons for voting against Cortright for

^The'Board received an opinion from the
Corporation Counsel on the question wheth¬
er a period of probation is required by
taw in promotions to grades of sergean ,

captain and inspector. The opinion is in
effect that provisions of section -6.> of the
Consolidation act set forth that the period
of promotion is intended merely to apply to
the original appointment or employment on
the force and has 110 application to pro¬motions In accordance with this opinion
the Board formally confirmed the appoint-
ment of Chief Conlin. Inspector < °itright
and all the new captains and sergeant^Hereafter all promotions will be maae
without a probationary term.
Counsel for ex-Sergeant Felix McKenna

served on the Board the order of the Ap¬
pellate Division of the Supreme Court re¬instating McKenna who ^ MrsAugust, 1804. 011 the evidence of Mrs
Augusta Thurow, the Lexow Committee
witness. The facts in McKenna s case
also cover those of George ( . hlebeii,
James W. Jordan and Charles A. 1 i,rkpi'Json ex-sergeants, who were dismissed
from the force on the same evidence.
The Board decided to reinstate McKen¬

na and he was ordered to report for duty
to Chief Conlin. The Board, however, are
determined to ascertain Its ^ xjoKennanrpmlses and propose to find if wcixenna
can be retried on the charges. (-ommte-
Bloner Andrews was requested by his col
leagues to Investigate.

COMING EVENTS.
Rev Dr. Tyler will deliver the first of hill

series of lectures on "The World's Debt to ttia
Churches" at the Church of Disciples. 11"y,six,tl
street, near Eighth avenue, to-morrow night.
The Young Women's Christian A«oc!atton No

7 East Fifteenth street, will hold its rPgl
,monthlv meeting next Monday morning. Ar¬

rangements ^"ll be made for the mass meeting
to be held in Carnegie Hall on March 16, in
honor of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
sociatlon.

,The masquerade ball of the Peatolft Benevolent
Society will be held this evening at the Grana
Central Palace. Three tableaux vivants wil^heexhibited, celebrating Hungary's one thousandth
lilrthdav The proceeds are to be de\oteci io
charitable work among the poor Hungarians in
the city.
A nubile meeting, under the auspices of the

Social Reform Club, will be held in cooper nion
next Thursdav. The object of the meeting is to
consider "The Duty of the Church Toward So¬
cial Problems." j
Admiral Meade, of the United States:Navy la

scheduled to deliver a lecture entitled the Med¬iterranean of the Western World at CheckeringHall. Eighteenth street and fifth av.UP- ^Wednesday evening. March 4. He will d^eUpartly on' the Cuban trouble. Lafayette Tost,
No 140, G. A. R., has charge of the arrange¬
ments.
The Packard Political Science Club, instituted

by graduates of the Packard College for the pur-
itose of perpetrating the alms of the college in
promoting patriotism and the higher qualities
of American citizenship, will be duly inaugurat¬
ed at the college rooms next Tuesday evening.
Ohauncev M. Depew, Mayor Strong, Rev. Dr.
Mac-Arthur and Mr. Packard are expected t®
make addresses.
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A Cloud of Witnesses.
Most people are sceptical about the cure of Asthma, Catarrh, Bronchitis

and similar diseases, and this advertisement is intended for you.if you are a rea¬

sonable person. Are you open to conviction? We know from thousands of letters
that Hyomei, the new and wonderful Australian "Dry-Air'* treatment by in¬
halation only, comprised in

Booth's "Hyomei" Pocket
Inhaler Outfit, $1.00,

cures 99 out of every 100 who use it conscientiously and according to directions.
It stops spasmodic coughing instantly. Here are the indorsements of living men

and women of standing whom you must believe.you can't help yourself.
Bronchitis.
Hon. FRANCIS H. WILSON, Member

of Congress from Brooklyn, writes:
Temple Court, New York City,

November 20, 1894.

My Dear Mr. Wyckoff: On your suggestion,
I procured from your friend, Mr. Booth, one

of his Pocket Inhalers. It has worked like a

charm The Bronchitis has entirely disap¬
peared and, thanks to you, is the first thing
1 have found in ten years that has given
permanent relief. There is certainly a great
field for a remedy having such merit.

Cordially your,
F. H. WILSON.

TThe above is to the late W. O. Wyckoff,
Esq., President Remington Typewriter Co.]

Colds.
Brooklyn, N. Y. February 1, 1805.

Booth's Pocket Inhaler works like n charm.
The first inhalation gave relief. It is a

blessing to humanity, and I am sorry It is
not better known. I add my name to the
"Pass-It-On Society."

Sincerely yours.
Rev. J. M. FARRAR, D. D.

Asthma.
Deer Park Parsonage,

Baltimore, M. D., Oct. 7, 1895.
The Pocket Inhaler came Friday morning.

Mrs. Honey had been suffering severely for
three weeks daily with Asthma. As soon as
the Inhaler came she begun using it, and af¬
ter a few inhalations, the Asthma ceased,
and now, Tuesday, it has not returned. She
has had this trouble since she was seven

years old, and is now forty. Wo have spent
hundreds of dollars in search of relief, pur¬
chasing everything we saw advertised.

Rev. GEORGE H. HONEY.

Catarrhal Deafness.
Syracuse, N. ¥., March 0, 1895.

Having been personally relieved from Ca¬
tarrh through the use of an Inhaler charged
with Hyomei, I take pleasure in recommend¬
ing it most highly. Mr. H. H. Warner, of
Rochester, of Warner's Safe Cure fame, ac¬

cording to his own statement, made in the
presence of a friend of mine, Dr. Frank E.
Howe, Barrett House, Broadway. New York,
has been cured of Catarrh aud Catarrhal
Deafness of several years' standing through
the use of Hyomei. E. G. WYCKOFF,

No. 200 Genesee Street.

Catarrh.
Boston, Mass., April 20, 1804.
(Care Jordan, Marsh <fc Co.)

I had Catarrh for twenty years, and the
last ten years (passed in this great estab¬
lishment) I suffered fearfully. It extended to
my thront: the base of my tongue was badly
affected. I could not sleep with my mouth
closed. I began using Hyomei in December,
and In two weeks I was entirely.and now.
after four months and no return' of the dis¬
ease, I can say, permanently-cured. I am
going to ask the head of this firm. Mr. Eben
D. Jordan, to Indorse this statement.

ELVIRA E. B. GIBSON,
Endorsed, EBEN D. JORDAN.

Laryngitis.
159 Franklin st., Buffalo, N. Y.

R. T. BOOTH: August 9. 1895.
Dear Slr.I had an excellent test of the vir¬

tue of your Hyomei in a case of laryngitis,
in a business man, who has tried everything
we doctors could think of. with little effect.
Has coughed two months, strangling until
black in the face, and could not lie down at
all. *1 gavo hlw two treatments, before re¬

tiring, about an hour apart, when he went to
bed and lay down as well us ever he did,
and' slept all night. .». H. MORRIS, M. D.

ALMOST EVERY FIRST-CLASS DRUGGIST In New York and vicinity lias Booth's Hyomei for sale. If

Home slow one has not, make him get It for yon. Don't nccept a substitute, for tliere is nothing' like it on

the market.
MR. llOOTH WILL BE GLAD TO SEE PERSONALLY FOB ADVICE AND CONSULTATION ANY PERSONS

AFFLICTED, AT 23 EAST 20TH ST. (SECOND DOOR EAST OF BROADWAY), OR HE WILL SEND THE

Pocket Inhaler Outfit by Mail, $1.<K>, consisting of pocket luh.iler (made of deodorized hard rubber, beautifully polished), a

bottle of Hyomei, a dropper, aud full directions for using. If you are still sceptical, send me your address, and my pamphlet shall

prove that Hyomei does cure. .

Hyomei is a purely vegetable antiseptic, and destroys the germs and microbes which cause diseases of the respiratory organs. The

air, thoroughly charged with Hyomei, Is Inhaled through the«Pocket Inhaler at. the mouth, aud. after permeating the minutest air cells, is

slowly exhaled through the nose. It is aromatic, delightful to Inhale, aud gives immediate relief. It clear* the voice, expands the lungs
aud Increases the breathing capacity.
Hyomei Balm..An antiseptic skin food for weak chests, burns, scalds, chapped lips, rough hands, frost bites, eczema, etc. Price,

of druggists or by mail, 50 cents. Extra bottles of Hyomei, 50c.

R. T. BOOTH, 23 East 20th Street (Eas1cofnBroDaXay)t New York.
Mention the JOURNAL when you call.
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